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Industry Insights: Authorised Resident Agent 
for Malta-registered Ships & Yachts 
Asteria Advisory provides expert services in ship and yacht registration under the Malta flag. 

We specialize in managing the complexities of international ownership and ensuring full 

compliance with Malta's maritime regulations. As your authorised resident agent, we handle 

all necessary administrative and legal tasks, making the process seamless and straightforward 

for vessel owners who are not based in Malta.

When a vessel is owned by non‑resident parties, Maltese law requires the appointment of an 

authorised resident agent to act as the formal link between the owner and the Merchant 
Shipping Registry - Transport Malta, which is the Malta Ship Registry. This professional 

representatives handles all aspects of ship registration and yacht registration under the 

Malta flag, including signing and filing every required form on behalf of the international 

owner. The role will also include any communications or filings, and even deletions, with the 

registry on behalf of the owner.

Key Responsibilities of the Authorised Agent:

Communication & Liaison: Serves as the primary channel between non‑resident owners 
and the relevant departments of the registry.
Regulatory Filings: Executes all statutory declarations, applications, and compliance 
documents mandated by Maltese laws relevant to ships and yachts.
Judicial Representation: Acts on behalf of the international owner in any legal or 
administrative proceedings in Malta.

Appointment of the resident agent must be approved by the Transport Malta Merchant 
Shipping Registry. To formalise the role, a declaration of appointment and the agent’s 

acceptance are submitted along with the prescribed fee.

Who may be appointed as an Authorised Resident Agent?

Under Maltese law, any individual or corporate entity established and ordinarily resident in 

Malta may be appointed as an authorised resident agent for foreign‑owned vessels, subject 



to approval by Transport Malta. Asteria Advisory’s authorised resident agent services include:

Vessel Registration: Handling all aspects of ship and yacht registration under the Malta 
flag.
Annual Renewal Management: Coordinating the renewal of your vessel’s registration 
each anniversary.
Certification Oversight: Managing vessel certification requirements—renewals, liaising 
with class societies or approved surveyors, and submitting all necessary documents.
Registration Updates: Processing changes to registration details, such as ownership or 
address amendments.
Stakeholder Liaison: Acting as the single point of contact between the vessel owner, the 
ship or yacht, and the Malta Ship Registry for all correspondence and regulatory filings.

This structure ensures that non‑resident owners of ships and yachts registered and operating 

under the Malta flag benefit from seamless legal services and expert commercial 
consultancy at every stage of vessel operation and compliance.

At Asteria Advisory, we are committed to providing comprehensive, reliable services for ship 

and yacht owners, ensuring a hassle-free experience with full compliance to Malta's maritime 
regulations. Whether you're looking to register a ship or yacht, establish or transfer 

ownership, or appoint an authorised resident agent, our team is here to guide you through 

every step of the process. Contact us today to discuss how we can help streamline your 

vessel registration and ensure your assets are managed effectively under the Malta flag.


